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R e s e a r c h  H i g h l i g h t s  
The results showed that there are simple patterns of argument containing claim, subclaim, 

data, and warrant (Kneuper, 1978). The orders of elements of arguments might be varied. The 

research results also showed that there were various pragmatic meanings found in the 

arguments used by the president and vice-president candidates (Palacio & Gustilo, 2016). The 

results of the study which was analyzed using the critical pragmatic perspective reflect how 

far the candidates were concerned with the marginalized, the underprivileged, and the 

subjugated people.  

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

R e s ear c h  O bj e c t i ves  
The objective of this research is to investigate the depth and breadth of the arguments stated 

by the presidential candidates and how those arguments are presented (Wodak, 2007). It is 

important for politicians to have a good argumentative skill. For state leaders, the ability to 

think logically, to use rhetoric, and to argue systematically, scientifically, sharply, and 

eloquently is very crucial. The year 2019 is the political year for Indonesia. Political 

campaigns leading to the presidential and the legislative election, both in national and 

regional levels, will happen in 2019.  
 

M et h o d ol o g y  
The substantive data sources of this research is the recorded video of the first-round 

presidential debate dated January 17, 2019. The recorded video consists of six segments 

discussing a range of topics such as Law, Human Rights, Corruption, and Terrorism. The 

research data is the excerpts of utterances containing argumentative elements proposed by 

Toulmin (Harper, 2011). The data was gathered using the observation method by employing 

recording and note-taking techniques as the basic and advanced techniques (Rahardi, 2016;  

Mahsun, 2005). The research data will be further analyzed using Toulmin’s theory of 

argument and the critical pragmatic theory and contexts. Therefore, the analysis method to be 

used to analyse the research data was the the distributional and contextual analysis methods 

(Sudaryanto, 2016).  

 

R e s ul ts  a n d  F i n d i n gs  
The results showed that there are simple patterns of argument containing claim, subclaim, 

data, and warrant (Ray, 2004). The research results also showed that there were various 

pragmatic meanings found in the arguments used by the president and vice-president 

candidates. The results of the study which was analyzed using the critical pragmatic 

perspective reflect how far the candidates were concerned with the marginalized, the 

underprivileged, and the subjugated people. The claim, the support, and the warrant are 

presented clearly and prove that they have a high degree of directness. The high degree of 

directness is actually not ideal to convey certain intentions which contain facts (Schandorf, 

2013). However, seen from the speaker’s intention, the presidential candidate tries to 

convince that the leader of the country must be a person with good reputation.  His supporters 

must also be clean, without criminal records, corruption allegations, etc. Most of the data 

shows that the major parts of Toulmin’s argument, i.e. the claim, the support, and the 

warrant, are fulfilled in the presidential candidates’ arguments (Setyaningsih, 2013); . 

Furthermore, from the critical pragmatic perspective, it can be confirmed that the presidential 

candidates and their running mates have great concern and care for the marginalized, 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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disadavantaged, and neglected people in the society and nationhood. Their dictions indicate 

that each of the president candidates take sides with the economically, socially, politically 

disadvantaged people. The structure of an argument presented by the presidential candidates 

and their running mates in the first-round presidential debate is clear and simple. Data shows 

that most of the arguments start from the positional statement (the claim) which is followed 

by supports and warrant. Some analyzed data also shows that the presidential candidates start 

their arguments by presenting data first before following it with positional statement (the 

claim) and the warrant (Kneuper, 1978).The sub-claim is raised by the presidential candidates 

in the debate when they feel that the claim they have made needs more elaboration to gain 

stronger effect.  
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